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LABOUR UNIONS IN ASIA PACIFIC CONDEMN RCEP DEAL
is appalling that heads of states of 15 countries in the region have decided to sign the controversial
AN Y
( [ ( I ( I a AJ a ’ I b \ RCEP negotiations lasted for more than seven years and, throughout this period, have been shrouded in
secrecy. Even now, on the eve of the signature, there has still not been public disclosure of the terms of
/\-I-t— 2
o / \ \ 2 [ElEED | N N
7\ , \ \ y AY E We recognise that trade and economic cooperation can advance opportunities for employment and
The RCEP is a building block towards a free trade and investment zone in the Asia Pacific region. The
protection of intellectual property rights enshrined in the TRIPS agreement of the World Trade
The failure of the neoliberal model of economic integration is apparent in the diluted content of RCEP

—
—_ AL/
= AN
—
- )_l.a uiﬂz 73 na =l
A\ VAN
([ J D E ( ( ’ i I/ I \ I\ 12 November 2020
—— _\\ / t Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) on 15 November 2020. We, the undersigned trade
o — O) unions, representing workers from sectors such as construction, manufacturing, agricultural workers,

\ * H transport workers, food chain workers, public services, professional services and education in the Asia
the deal. Based on analysis of leaked documents, trade unions have consistently expressed concerns
sustainable development. But trade agreements such as the RCEP that are designed for and by
COVID pandemic has shown us again that this is not the right path to follow. Instead of furthering a free
Organisation for COVID-19 vaccines and other medical products is a promising step in the right direction.
compared to the bar that was set by the Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Transpacific

\ %& —— H:II HH Partnership (CPTPP), which itself was diluted from the original demands laid out in the TPPA.

\ v/ ~ — AY AN
1 / 2 I I The Asia Pacific region continues to be in the throes of the COVID-19 pandemic. Even as COVID-19 cases
o rise, economies struggle to revive, health systems are overstretched and job losses continue to mount, it
Pacific region categorically condemn this decision.
( Zhi  F[E
about the implications of RCEP on labour rights, sustainable development and democracy.
multinational corporations are fundamentally undemocratic, threatening to deepen inequalities and
O) L W increase the economic and political power of capital at the expense of workers and society at large.
= o . R
— N \ trade project, countries should be collaborating on reviving their economies and expanding public
o jj I /\ u— ( o goods. The recent proposal supported by a number of developing countries for a waiver from the
- . . . . .
However, RCEP and other trade agreements that protect intellectual property rights, threaten the ability
[ ) 0) @ 0) E ( [ 5 I to secure a globally accessible vaccine.
Yet, for most developing countries in the region, RCEP would lead to a loss of policy space. This, at a time

when the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development warns us that the unequal economic

rarnvan: will ranniira anvarnmantc ta malka adannata nica nf thair ficral and nalirv tanle tn ctaar tha

KEE% L—j DO (L-ERE D https://tradejusticeunions.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/UTJ-statement-RCEP-Nov-2020 seven-signatories.pdf
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